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(57) ABSTRACT

An electronic device includes a display module and a dictio-
nary storage module which stores dictionary data that causes
a plurality of entry words including compound words
obtained by connecting a plurality of words to correspond to
explanatory information on the entry words. When the user
retrieves a dictionary, entry words for compound words are
retrieved from the entry words in the dictionary storage mod-
ule and words common to the retrieved compound words are
listed and displayed on the display module. Entry words for
compound words connecting with a word specified by a user
operation in the displayed list are read from the dictionary
data and displayed in list form on the display module.
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1
ELECTRONIC DEVICE AND DICTIONARY
DATA DISPLAY METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-
224083, filed Oct. 11, 2011, the entire contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

Embodiments described herein relate generally to an elec-
tronic device with a dictionary function suitable for searching
for, for example, German compound words and a dictionary
data display method.

2. Description of the Related Art

When a desired word or phrase is searched for on a con-
ventional electronic dictionary device, the characters of a
word or phrase to be searched for (or the search characters)
are key-input or handwritten sequentially, starting with a first
character. Then, each time a search character is input, entry
words of dictionary data prefix-matching the input character
string are retrieved and displayed in list form.

This makes it possible to retrieve entry words correspond-
ing to the desired word or phrase even if all the characters
constituting the desired word or phrase are not input to the
last.

German has compound words of combinations of two or
more words, such as a compound noun obtained by combin-
ing different nouns into a word. A compound word is com-
posed of two elements, a prescriptive word in the front part
and a base word in the rear part. Therefore, a compound word
includes many letters. For example, when the compound
word “buildungsfernsehen” (educational television) obtained
by combining the prescriptive word “bildungs™ (education)
with the base word “fernsehen” (television) is retrieved, this
causes the problem of not only involving a lot of trouble in
inputting letters but also increasing the possibility that the
compound word will be misspelled.

A conventional electronic dictionary device has been con-
sidered as disclosed in Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication
No. 2004-206538 as follows. With the disclosed electronic
dictionary device, when an entry word that coincides with a
compound word input as a search word has not been retrieved,
the compound word is separated into a prescriptive word part
and a base word part. A piece of explanatory information
corresponding to an entry word for each of the separated word
parts is read from dictionary data and displayed side by side,
thereby enabling the contents of the compound word to be
understood.

There is no conventional dictionary device with the func-
tion of retrieving an entry word by inputting a compound
word by a method differing from normal entry word retrieval.
With a conventional dictionary device, it is particularly
impossible to input a compound word with many letters easily
and correctly.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the invention to provide not only an
electronic device with a dictionary function that enables a
compound word to be retrieved easily by inputting a search
string even if the compound word includes many characters
but also a dictionary data display method.
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According to one embodiment, there is provided an elec-
tronic device comprising:

a display module;

a dictionary storage module which stores dictionary data
that causes a plurality of entry words including compound
words obtained by connecting a plurality of words to corre-
spond to explanatory information on the entry words;

a common word list display module which retrieves entry
words for compound words from the entry words in the dic-
tionary storage module, lists words common to the retrieved
compound words, and displays the listed words on the display
module;

a compound word list display module which reads, from
the dictionary data, entry words for compound words con-
necting with a word specified by a user operation in a list
displayed on the common word list display module and dis-
plays the entry words for the compound words in list form on
the display module; and

an explanatory information display module which reads a
corresponding piece of explanatory information from the dic-
tionary data when a compound word has been specified
according to a user operation in a compound word list dis-
played on the compound word list display module and dis-
plays the corresponding piece of explanatory information.

According to one embodiment, there is provided a dictio-
nary data display method in an electronic device which
includes a display module and a dictionary storage module
that stores dictionary data that causes a plurality of entry
words including compound words obtained by connecting a
plurality of words to correspond to explanatory information
on the entry words, the dictionary data display method com-
prising:

retrieving entry words for compound words from the entry
words in the dictionary storage module, listing words com-
mon to the retrieved compound words, and displaying the
listed words on the display module;

reading, from the dictionary data, entry words for com-
pound words connecting with a word specified by a user
operation in a list displayed on the display module and dis-
playing the entry words for the compound words in list form
on the display module; and

reading a corresponding piece of explanatory information
from the dictionary data when a compound word has been
specified according to a user operation in a compound word
list displayed on the display module and displaying the cor-
responding piece of explanatory information.

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be
obvious from the description, or may be learned by practice of
the invention. The objects and advantages of the invention
may be realized and obtained by means of the instrumentali-
ties and combinations particularly pointed out hereinafter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate embodi-
ments of the invention, and together with the general descrip-
tion given above and the detailed description of the embodi-
ments given serve to explain the principles of the invention.

FIG. 1 is a front view showing an outer configuration of an
electronic dictionary device 10 according to an embodiment
of an electronic device with a dictionary function of the
invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a configuration of the
electronic circuitry of the electronic dictionary device 10;
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FIG. 3 is a flowchart to explain a German-language dictio-
nary retrieval process of the electronic dictionary device 10;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart to explain a compound word retrieval
process associated with the German-language dictionary
retrieval process of the electronic dictionary device 10; and

FIG. 5 shows display operations of a touch-panel main
display module 16 and an auxiliary display module 15 asso-
ciated with the German-language dictionary retrieval process
of the electronic dictionary device 10.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Hereinafter, referring to the accompanying drawings, an
embodiment of the invention will be explained.

FIG. 1 is a front view showing an outer configuration of an
electronic dictionary device 10 according to an embodiment
of an electronic device with a dictionary function of the
invention.

The electronic dictionary device 10 is configured as a por-
table device dedicated to an electronic dictionary explained
below or as a personal digital assistant (PDA), a personal
computer (PC), a mobile phone, an electronic book, a por-
table video game machine, or the like each of which has a
dictionary function.

The electronic dictionary device 10 is so configured that a
body case 11 and a cover case 12 are coupled with each other
via a hinge part 13 so as to form a foldable case that can be
opened and closed. At the surface of the body case 11 with the
foldable case opened, there are provided a key input module
(QWERTY keyboard) 14 and an auxiliary display module 15
with a touch-panel. The key input module 14 comprises char-
acter input keys 14q, dictionary specify keys 144, [ Translate/
Confirm] key 14c¢, [Return] key 144, cursor keys 14e, page
feed keys 14/

The auxiliary display module 15 has a structure where a
touch position detection device that detects a position touched
by the user with a stylus, a finger, or the like and a display
device are integrally formed. The auxiliary display module 15
is so configured that, for example, a transparent touch-panel
15¢1s laid on a 256x64 dot matrix color liquid-crystal display
screen 154 on the front side of the central part of the key input
module 14. If needed, the auxiliary display module 15 is
switched between a handwriting character input area for
inputting a handwriting character, a key input area for various
functions, an area where these input areas are mixed, and a
prescriptive word list area for displaying prescriptive words
of compound words retrieved from a dictionary in list form.

A trace of handwriting input in the handwriting character
input area switched on the auxiliary display module 15 is
echoed back to the color liquid-crystal display screen 154,
which displays the trace.

Atthe surface of the cover case 12, for example, a 480x320
dot matrix main display module 16 with a touch-panel is
provided on almost all the surface. Like the auxiliary display
module 15, the main display module 16 has a structure where
a display device and a touch position detection device that
detects a position touched by the user with a stylus, a finger,
or the like are integrally formed. The main display module 16
is so configured that a transparent touch-paneltouch-panel 16¢
is laid on a backlight color liquid-crystal display screen 164.

The electronic dictionary device 10 has the function of
displaying an entry word retrieved according to a user opera-
tion in an entry word list area ma of the main display module
16 (dictionary retrieval screen G) and, in parallel with this,
retrieving compound words, and displaying a list of prescrip-
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tive words included in each of the retrieved compound words
in a prescriptive word list screen GF of the auxiliary display
module 15.

In addition, the electronic dictionary device 10 has the
function of displaying compound words including a specified
prescriptive word in the entry word list area ma of the main
display module 16 when a prescriptive word displayed on the
prescriptive word list screen GF has been specified according
to a user operation.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a configuration of the
electronic circuitry of the electronic dictionary device 10.

The electronic dictionary device 10 is composed of a com-
puter which is controlled by a program. The electronic cir-
cuitry of the device 10 comprises a central processing unit
(CPU) 21.

The CPU 21 controls the operation of each of the various
parts of the circuitry using a RAM 26 as a work memory
according to a device control program 22a prestored in a
storage device 22. The device control program 22a may be
loaded into the storage device 22 from an external recording
medium 23, such as a ROM card, via a recording medium read
module 24, or from a Web server (in this case, a program
server) 30 on the Internet N via a communication module 25.

The device control program 22a stored in the storage
device 22 is activated in response to an input signal corre-
sponding to a user operation from the key input module 14,
auxiliary display module 15, or main display module 16 or a
communication signal from each Web server 30 on the Inter-
net N connected via the communication module 25.

Connected to the CPU 21 are the storage device 22, record-
ing medium read module 24, communication module 25,
RAM 26, key input module 14, auxiliary display module 15,
and main display module 16.

Stored as the device control programs 22« in the storage
device 22 are a system program that supervises the operation
of the entire electronic dictionary device 10 and a communi-
cation program for performing data communication with
each Web server 30 or a user personal computer (PC) (not
shown) on the Internet N via the communication module 25.
Further stored as the device control program 22« is a dictio-
nary search program for controlling search and display pro-
cesses in general based on a dictionary database 225 stored in
the storage device 22. The dictionary search program per-
forms the process of inputting a search word, the process of
retrieving an entry word corresponding to a search word, the
process of displaying retrieved entry words in list form, the
process of retrieving compound words based on retrieved
words, the process of displaying a list of prescriptive words
based on retrieved compound words, the process of reading
and displaying various pieces of explanatory information,
including translations and semantic contents corresponding
to an entry word specified by the cursor, and the like.

For example, in the dictionary database 2254, not only
[Japanese-language dictionary] 22b1 where Japanese
explanatory information has been written so as to correspond
to a Japanese entry word, [English-Japanese dictionary] 2252
where Japanese explanatory information has been written so
as to correspond to an English entry word, [Japanese-English
dictionary] 2263 where English explanatory information has
been written so as to correspond to a Japanese entry word, and
[German-language dictionary] 2264 where Japanese
explanatory information has been written so as to correspond
to a German entry word but also a plurality of types of dic-
tionary data have been previously stored or downloaded and
stored. Entry words in a German-language dictionary include
compound words. A compound word is obtained by connect-
ing a plurality of words. A compound word is composed of
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two elements, a prescriptive word in the front part and a base
word in the rear part. Since entry words in a dictionary are
arranged in alphabetical order, compound words whose com-
mon word is a prescriptive word are stored consecutively.

In the RAM 26, a main screen data memory 26a, an aux-
iliary screen data memory 265, a search word data memory
26¢, an entry word list data memory 264, a prescriptive word
list data memory 26e, and the like are secured.

In the main screen data memory 26q, display data to be
displayed on the main display module 16 is developed into a
bitmap pattern and stored.

In the auxiliary screen data memory 265, display data to be
displayed on the auxiliary display module 15 is developed
into a bitmap pattern and stored.

In the search word data memory 26c¢, character data
sequentially input by the user as search targets in a search
word input area ka of the dictionary retrieval screen G are
stored.

In the entry word list data memory 264, entry words prefix-
matching character (string) data on a search word stored in the
search word data memory 26¢ are retrieved from the dictio-
nary database 225 and stored in list form.

In the prescriptive word list data memory 26e, compound
words that have a prescriptive word coinciding with an entry
word stored in the entry word list data memory 26d are
retrieved from the dictionary database 225 and prescriptive
words included in the retrieved compound words are stored in
list form. Only one prescriptive word included equally in a
plurality of compounds is stored.

In the electronic dictionary device 10 configured as
described above, the CPU 21 controls the operation of each
part of the circuit according to instructions written in the
device control program 224 so as to cause software and hard-
ware to operate in cooperation with each other, thereby real-
izing functions described below.

Next, the operation of the electronic dictionary device 10
with the above configuration will be explained.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart to explain a German-language dictio-
nary retrieval process of the electronic dictionary device 10.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart to explain a compound word retrieval
process associated with the German-language dictionary
retrieval process of the electronic dictionary device 10.

FIG. 5 shows display operations of the main display mod-
ule 16 and the auxiliary display module 15 associated with the
German-language dictionary retrieval process of the elec-
tronic dictionary device 10.

When [German-language dictionary] 2254 has been speci-
fied according to a user operation on the dictionary specify
keys 14b, a dictionary retrieval screen G is displayed on the
main display module 16 as shown in FIG. 5(A) (step S1).

Here, when a search word has been input character by
character according to a user operation on the character input
keys 14a (step S2), an entry word prefix-matching the input
search word is retrieved from [German-language dictionary]
22b4 (step S3) and a list of retrieved entry words is displayed
in the entry word list area ma of the dictionary retrieval screen
G (step S4).

For example, when “b,” “1,” “I”” have been input one by one,
“bil” is displayed in the search word input area ka of the
dictionary retrieval screen G (step S2). Each time one letter is
input, an entry word prefix-matching the input search word is
retrieved from [German-language dictionary] 2254 (step S3).
Then, when the three letters have been input, a list of retrieved
entry words, “Bilabial,” “Bilanz,” . . ., are displayed in the
entry word list area ma of the dictionary retrieval screen G
(step S4).
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At this time, it is determined whether the number of letters
in the search word input and stored in the search word data
memory 26c¢ is greater than or equal to three (step S5). Ifithas
been determined that the number is smaller than three (No in
step S5), the auxiliary screen data memory 265 is cleared and
the auxiliary display module 15 displays nothing (step S6).

Thereafter, each time a letter in the search word has been
additionally input (step S7 (Yes)<—S2), an entry word prefix-
matching the input search word is retrieved each time (step
S3) and the list of entry words in the entry word list area ma
is updated (steps S2 to S4).

When an arbitrary entry word has been specified in the list
of entry words displayed in the entry word list area ma by a
stylus touch operation or a cursor operation and [ Translate/
Confirm] key 14¢ has been pressed (Yes in step S8), explana-
tory information on the specified entry word is displayed in a
full screen area of the main display module 16 (step S9).

If it has been determined in step S5 that the number of
letters in the input search word is greater than or equal to three
(Yes in step S5), control proceeds to a compound word
retrieval process shown in FIG. 4 (step SA). The reason why
three letters are used as a criterion of determination is that two
letters include many words representing abbreviations or the
like and therefore many unnecessary words might be detected
if the following compound word retrieval process is per-
formed on the basis of two letters. Although not less than three
letters is a requisite in the embodiment, this may be elimi-
nated.

In the compound word retrieval process, first, the begin-
ning entry word (“Bilabial” in this case) in the entry word list
stored in the entry word list data memory 264 is determined to
be a first entry word (step Al).

Then, the determined first entry word “Bilabial” is com-
pared with the next entry word (“Bilanz” in this case) stored
in the entry word list data memory 26d to see if the former
prefix-matches the latter (step A2). That is, the comparison is
made to see if the next entry word is a compound word that
includes the first entry word as a prescriptive word.

Ifithas been determined that the first entry word “Bilabial”
does not prefix-match the next entry word “Bilanz” (No in
step A3), the next entry word “Bilanz” is determined to be the
first entry word (step Al).

Then, the determined first entry word “Bilanz” is compared
with the next entry word “Bilanzbuch” to see if the former
prefix-matches the latter (step A2). If it has been determined
that the next entry word “Bilanzbuch” prefix-matches the first
entry word “Bilanz” (Yes in step A3), the first entry word
“Bilanz” is regarded as a prescriptive word of the compound
word “Bilanzbuch” and stored in a prescriptive word list data
memory 26e (step Ad).

Then, it is determined whether the number of prescriptive
words stored in the prescriptive word list data memory 26e
has reached a specific number (step AS). If it has been deter-
mined that the number has not reached the specific number
(No in step AS), the first entry word “Bilanz” extracted as the
prescriptive word is compared with the entry word after the
next “Bilanzieren” to see if the former prefix-matches the
latter, that is, to see if the next entry word is also a compound
word that includes the first entry word as a common prescrip-
tive word (steps A6, A7).

Here, if it has been determined that the first entry word
“Bilanz” further prefix-matches the next entry word “Bilan-
zieren” (step A6) and the next entry word “Bilanzieren” is
also determined to be a compound word that includes the first
entry word “Bilanz” as a common prescriptive word (Yes in
step A7), the process of comparing the first entry word
“Bilanz” with the entry word after the next “Bilanzkont™ to



US 9,208,143 B2

7

see if the former prefix-matching the latter is repeated,
thereby retrieving sequentially all the compound words that
include the first entry word “Bilanz” as a common prescrip-
tive word (steps A6, A7).

Thereafter, if it has been determined in step A7 that the first
entry word “Bilanz” stored as the common prescriptive word
in the prescriptive word list data memory 26e does not prefix-
match the next entry word (No in step A7), the next entry word
is newly determined to be the first entry word (step Al).

Then, whether the entry word after the next is a compound
word that includes the newly determined entry word as a
prescriptive word is determined similarly by the process of
comparing the determined entry word with the next entry
word to see if the former prefix-matches the latter (steps A2,
A3).

That is, in the compound word retrieval process (steps Al
to A7), when a search word has been input to display a list of
entry words, entry words for compound words that include
each of the entry words in the list as a prescriptive word are
retrieved sequentially, starting with the first entry word. Each
time a compound word is retrieved, an entry word serving as
a prescriptive word is stored in the prescriptive word list data
memory 26e.

When the search word “bil” has been input in this way,
compound words are determined, starting with the prefix-
matching entry word “Bilabial” and forward, and the pre-
scriptive words “Bilanz,” “Bild,” “Bilder,” . . . are extracted
and stored in the prescriptive word list data memory 26e.

After this, if it has been determined that the number of
prescriptive words stored in the prescriptive word list data
memory 26e has reached a specific number (Yes in step AS),
the compound word retrieval process shown in FIG. 4 is
terminated and control returns to the main routine of the
German-language dictionary retrieval process shown in FIG.
3.

Then, the prescriptive words “Bilanz,” “Bild,”
“Bilder,” . . . stored in the prescriptive word list data memory
26¢ are read and displayed as a prescriptive word list screen
GF for compound words on the auxiliary display module 15
as shown in FIG. 5(A) (steps S10, S11).

As aresult, even when retrieving the compound word “Bil-
dungstfernsehen” (educational television) composed of a long
character string, the user can extract and display prescriptive
words of the compound word in list form by just inputting the
first several letters and quickly find the prescriptive word
parts of the search word (compound word).

Then, when “Bildung” in the prescriptive word list dis-
played on the auxiliary display module 15 has been touched
with a stylus P (Yes in step S12) as shown in FIG. 5(B),
“Bildung” is input directly to the search word input area ka of
the main display module 16 as shown in FIG. 5(C). With
“Bildung” in the lead, entry words for compound words
including “Bildung,” “Bildungsanstalt,” “Bildungsbeflisse,”
“Bildungschance,” . . . are read from [German-language dic-
tionary] 2254 and displayed in the entry word list area ma in
list form (step S13).

At this time, the prescriptive words “Bill,” “Billig,”
“Binde,” . . . following “Bildung” specified by being touched
with the stylus P are read from the prescriptive words
retrieved by the compound word retrieval process (step SA)
and stored in the prescriptive word list data memory 26e to the
prescriptive word list screen GF of the auxiliary display mod-
ule 15 and then the contents of the display are updated (step
S14).

In a list of entry words for compound words displayed in
the entry word list area ma of the dictionary retrieval screen G,
an entry word, a desired search word, for example, “Bildungs-
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beflisse” has been specified by being touched with the stylus
P and [Translate/Confirm] key 14¢ has been pressed (Yes in
step S8), explanatory information on “Bildungsbeflisse” is
read from [German-language dictionary| 2254 and displayed
in a full screen area of the main display module 16 (step S9).

Therefore, even when a search word desired by the user is
a compound word with a long character string, the user can
display only prescriptive words prefix-matching an input
search character string in list form on the auxiliary display 15
(prescriptive word list screen GF) by just inputting the first
several characters of the search word. The user further can
specify a prescriptive word of a desired search word (com-
pound word) in the displayed prescriptive word list to display
only entry words for compound words that include the same
prescriptive word on the main display module 16 (entry word
list area ma) in list form.

Accordingly, even if a compound word includes many
characters, the compound word can be retrieved easily by
inputting its search character string.

The methods of the individual processes performed by the
electronic dictionary device 10, including the German-lan-
guage dictionary retrieval process shown in the flowchart of
FIG. 3 and the compound word retrieval process associated
with the German-language retrieval process shown in the
flowchart of FIG. 4, and the dictionary database 225 including
[German-language dictionary| 2254 written in the embodi-
ment can be stored in external recording media 23, such as a
memory card (for example, a ROM card or a RAM card), a
magnetic disk (for example, a floppy disk or a hard disk), an
optical disk (for example, a CD-ROM or a DVD), or a semi-
conductor memory, in the form of programs the computer can
execute. Then, the media 23 can be delivered. The computer
of an electronic device with a main display module 16 and an
auxiliary display module 15 loads the programs stored in the
external recording medium 23 into a storage device 22. The
computer is controlled by the loaded programs, thereby real-
izing the function of retrieving and displaying a German-
language dictionary explained in the embodiment, which
enables the same processes in the aforementioned methods to
be performed. The invention can be applied to not only Ger-
man but also other languages that represent compound words
by connecting a plurality of words.

Furthermore, the data of the programs which realize the
above methods can be transferred in the form of program code
over a network N. The program data can be loaded by a
communication module 25 into the computer of the electronic
device with the main display module 16 and auxiliary display
module 15 connected to the network N, thereby realizing the
function of retrieving and displaying a German-language dic-
tionary.

Additional advantages and modifications will readily
occur to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention in its
broader aspects is not limited to the specific details, represen-
tative embodiments shown and described herein. Accord-
ingly, various modifications may be made without departing
from the spirit or scope of the general inventive concept as
defined by the appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. An electronic dictionary device comprising:

a display module including a first and a second display
screen,

a dictionary storage module which stores dictionary data
that causes a plurality of entry words including com-
pound words obtained by connecting a plurality of
words to correspond to explanatory information on the
entry words; and
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a processor which implements processes comprising:

a common word list display process of retrieving entry
words for compound words from the entry words in
the dictionary data stored in the dictionary storage
module, listing words common to the retrieved com-
pound words, and displaying the listed words on the
first display screen;

a compound word list display process of reading, from
the dictionary data, entry words for compound words
connecting with a word specified by a user operation
in a list displayed by the common word list display
process, and displaying the entry words for the com-
pound words connecting with the word specified by
the user operation in list form on the second display
screen; and

an explanatory information display process of reading a
corresponding piece of explanatory information from
the dictionary data when a compound word has been
specified according to a user operation in a compound
word list displayed by the compound word list display
process, and displaying the corresponding piece of
explanatory information on the second display
screen.

2. The electronic dictionary device of claim 1, wherein the
first display screen and the second display screen comprise
separate display devices.

3. The electronic dictionary device of claim 2, further com-
prising a character input module which inputs a search char-
acter;

wherein the processor further implements an entry word

list display process of creating an entry word list based

on the dictionary data when the character input module
has input a search character and displaying the entry
word list on the second display screen, and

wherein the common word list display process displays a

list of common words on the first display screen when

the entry word list display process displays an entry
word list on the second display screen.
4. The electronic dictionary device of claim 3, wherein the
processor, in the common word list display process:
specifies, one by one, entry words in the entry word list
displayed by the entry word list display process, starting
with a first word, and determines whether the specified
entry word prefix-matches a next entry word; and

regards the specified word as a common word when the
processor has determined that the specified entry word
prefix-matches the next entry word, and enters the speci-
fied word.

5. The electronic dictionary device of claim 4, wherein the
dictionary data comprises German-language dictionary data
that stores entry words for German, and the common word is
a prescriptive word of a compound word.

6. The electronic dictionary device of claim 5, wherein the
electronic dictionary device is configured such that a first case
associated with the first display screen and a keyboard and a
second case associated with the second display screen are
coupled with each other so as to be openable and closable.

7. A dictionary data display method of an electronic dic-
tionary device which includes (i) a display module including
a first and a second display screen, (ii) a dictionary storage
module that stores dictionary data that causes a plurality of
entry words including compound words obtained by connect-
ing a plurality of words to correspond to explanatory infor-
mation on the entry words, and (iii) a processor, the dictionary
data display method being implemented by the processor, and
the method comprising:
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retrieving entry words for compound words from the entry
words in the dictionary data stored in the dictionary
storage module, listing words common to the retrieved
compound words, and displaying the listed words on the
first display screen;
reading, from the dictionary data, entry words for com-
pound words connecting with a word specified by a user
operation in a list displayed on the first display screen
and displaying the entry words for the compound words
connecting with the word specified by the user operation
in list form on the second display screen; and
reading a corresponding piece of explanatory information
from the dictionary data when a compound word has
been specified according to a user operation in a com-
pound word list displayed on the second display screen
and displaying the corresponding piece of explanatory
information on the second display screen.
8. The dictionary data display method of claim 7, wherein
the first display screen and the second display screen com-
prise separate display devices.
9. The dictionary data display method of claim 8, further
comprising:
accepting an input of a search character; and
creating an entry word list based on the dictionary data
when a search character has been input and displaying
the entry word list on the second display screen,

wherein the common word list display causes a list of
common words to be displayed on the first display
screen when the entry word list display has caused an
entry word list to be displayed on the second display
screen.

10. The dictionary data display method of claim 9, wherein
the common word list display includes:

specifying, one by one, entry words in the entry word list

displayed in the entry word list display, starting with a
first word, and determining whether the specified entry
word prefix-matches a next entry word, and

regarding the specified word as a common word when it

has been determined that the specified entry word prefix-
matches the next entry word, and entering the specified
word.

11. The dictionary data display method of claim 10,
wherein the dictionary data comprises German-language dic-
tionary data that stores entry words for German, and the
common word is a prescriptive word of a compound word.

12. A non-transitory recording medium having a program
stored thereon that is executable by a processor of an elec-
tronic dictionary device to perform processing, the electronic
dictionary device further comprising a display module
including a first and a second display screen and a dictionary
storage module that stores dictionary data that causes a plu-
rality of entry words including compound words obtained by
connecting a plurality of words to correspond to explanatory
information on the entry words, and the program being
executable to control the processor to:

retrieve entry words for compound words from the entry

words in the dictionary data stored in the dictionary
storage module, list words common to the retrieved
compound words, and display the listed words on the
first display screen;

read, from the dictionary data, entry words for compound

words connecting with a word specified by a user opera-
tion in a list displayed on the first display screen and
display the entry words for the compound words con-
necting with the word specified by the user operation in
list form on the second display screen; and
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read a corresponding piece of explanatory information screen when the entry word list display process has
from the dictionary data when a compound word has caused an entry word list to be displayed on the second
been specified according to a user operation in a com- display screen.
pound word list displayed on the second display screen 15. The non-transitory recording medium of claim 14,
and display the corresponding piece of explanatory 5 Wherein the common word list display process includes:
information on the second display screen. specifying, one by one, entry words in the entry word list

displayed in the entry word list display process, starting
with a first word, and determining whether the specified
entry word prefix-matches a next entry word, and
10 regarding the specified word as a common word when it
has been determined that the specified entry word prefix-
matches the next entry word, and entering the specified
word.
16. The non-transitory recording medium of claim 15,
15 wherein the dictionary data comprises German-language dic-
tionary data that stores entry words for German, and the
common word is a prescriptive word of a compound word.

13. The non-transitory recording medium of claim 12,
wherein the first display screen and the second display screen
comprise separate display devices.

14. The non-transitory recording medium of claim 13,
wherein the program is executable to further control the com-
puter to:

accept an input of a search character; and

create an entry word list based on the dictionary data when

a search character has been input and display the entry
word list on the second display screen, and

wherein the common word list display process causes a list

of common words to be displayed on the first display L



